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(1) The practice of offering sacrifices as
atonement, typically foreshadowing the
coming of Jesus, apparently was a human
requirement from the very commencement of
history. Abel, son of Adam and Eve, brought
the “firstlings of his flock and the fat thereof”
(Genesis 4:4). The offering must have been
killed; otherwise he could not have presented
the fat, which was the best part. Moreover,
we are told that “righteous Abel” (so
designated by Jesus [Matthew 23:35]) offered
his sacrifice “by faith” (Hebrews 11:4), which,
in the overall context of this chapter, clearly
is an objective faith grounded in revelation,
and not that which was subjectively
whimsical.

When Noah departed from the ark after
the waters of the flood subsided, he built an
altar and offered sacrifices of every clean
animal and bird and Jehovah was pleased
with his offering (Genesis 8:20-21). What
compelled him to do such? Melchizedek,
whom Abraham encountered on his return
from the rescue of his nephew, was
designated by Moses as a “priest of God Most
High” (Genesis 14:18). A priest is an
appointed servant who officiates in the
offering of sacrifices to atone for sin. The
modernistic notion, that Melchizedek was
merely the “high god” priest of the
Canaanites (e.g., Baal), worshipped in pre-
Israelite Jerusalem, is absurd (Hicks 1962,
343). God would hardly have chosen a Baal-
worshipper to be a type, prophetically
previewing his Son (Hebrews 7:3). See also
Leupold (1942, 463).

(2) The entire world population was one in
kind prior to the call of Abraham. He was the
first to be designated a Hebrew (Genesis
14:13). The Hebrews were not set apart as a
distinct people until the giving of the Law of
Moses (Exodus 19:5-6; cf. Ephesians 2:14). It
is wholly unrealistic not to recognize that

God’s love for the Gentiles was a part of the
ancient world.

(3) Gentiles were not required, but had
the privilege of, joining the Hebrew family
via the proselytization process (cf. Acts 2:10;
13:16). Additionally, there were many
instructions in Moses’ law designed to
benefit the “strangers” (Gentiles) who came
among Israelite people (Leviticus 19:33ff).

(4) The Lord sent Jonah to the Gentiles of
Nineveh (Jonah 3:1). Archer said that the
theme of the book of Jonah “is that God’s
mercy and compassion extend even to the
heathen nations on condition of their
repentance” (1964, 295). Jonah is sometimes
called “the first apostle to the Gentiles.”

(5) Four Gentile women were woven into
the genealogical fabric of the Messiah—
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba—in
both legal and biological senses (Matthew
1:5-6; Luke 3:31-32).

(6) In addition, the prophets -clearly
revealed Jehovah’s redemptive concern for
the Gentiles, who were to be grafted into the
New Testament church on an equal basis
with the Jews (Genesis 17:4; 22:18; Psalms
2:8; Isaiah 42:1, 6; 49:6; cf. Romans 11:1ff;
Galatians 3:28; Ephesians 2:11ff).

Conclusion

There always has been a way for honest
people to be right with their Creator—if they
seek after him and choose to please him
(Acts 17:27ff). God so loved the entire world
and gave his Son as a potential redeeming
sacrifice for all who avail themselves of his
gift (John 3:16). He is the loving benefactor
to everyone who submits to his will in
faithful obedience (1 Timothy 2:4; Hebrews
5:8-9; cf. 2 Peter 3:9).-Wayne Jackson

HAVE YOU STUDIED YOUR BIBLE TODAY? Answers l.a2.c3b



