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Have you studied your Bible today?      

"Tell me nothing but the truth in the 
name of the LORD?"-1King 22:16 
 

Are You "Practicing" Hospitality? 

       I 
recently heard a gospel sermon in which the 
speaker used the phrase "practicing hospitality." 

This got me thinking about the "practice" of 
hospitality. 

In this article, I want to share a few thoughts and 
ask, "Are you practicing hospitality?" 

Hospitality Commanded 
Hospitality is the friendly reception and treatment 
of guests, or strangers, in a warm and generous 
way (Random House Dictionary). 

Sometimes we may think hospitality is optional. 

But hospitality is a command by God, and equally 
important as other things such as assembling with 
the saints. 

 "Be hospitable to one another without 
complaint" (1 Pet. 4:9).  

Maybe it's not human nature to be hospitable to 
others, and that's why it's emphasized in the New 
Testament. 

It reminds me of the acid test Mike Matthews talks 
about from James 1:29. Many people in the world 

don't want to visit and see to the needs of others, 
for the same reasons they don't want to be 
hospitable. 

Warning: Don't Complain 
God commands us to be hospitable without 
complaint (1 Pet. 4:9). This shows that we'll be 
faced with challenges in order to obey this 
command, because God already knows some of us 
will complain about it. 

People complain about things they don't want to 
do. And, there are many things people find to 
complain about when practicing hospitality. 

 It can be inconvenient, especially when 
working, going to school, or we're tired.  

 We have to do extra work like clean the 
house, cook for guests, and give up our 
beds.  

 Hospitality often takes away from other 
things we could be doing, such as sports.  

God realizes sacrifices must be made to practice 
hospitality, and that some brethren will complain 
about it. So, we should look at hospitality as an acid 
test that reflects whether we're truly God's 
children. 

Widows must pass this acid test, before they can 
be put on the roll. They must have a reputation for 
good works, which is evident by the fact they've 
brought up children, shown hospitality to 
strangers, washed the saints' feet, assisted those in 
distress, and devoted themselves to every good 
work (1 Tim. 5:10). 

And men desiring to be elders must pass this acid 
test, before they can be appointed as shepherds of 
the Lord's church (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:8). 

Hospitality Is Enjoyable, If. . . . 
Hospitality is enjoyable if we love God. Because we 
love God, we want to do everything He commands. 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nasb/1%20Pet.%204.9
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nasb/James%201.29
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http://bible.logos.com/passage/nasb/1%20Tim.%205.10
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nasb/1%20Tim.%203.2
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nasb/Tit.%201.8
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Therefore hospitality isn't a burden, and we enjoy 
it. 

 "For this is the love of God, that we keep 
His commandments; and His 
commandments are not burdensome" (1 
Jn. 5:3).  

Hospitality is also enjoyable if we love people. 

 "We know love by this, that He laid down 
His life for us; and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren. But whoever has 
the world's goods, and sees his brother in 
need and closes his heart against him, how 
does the love of God abide in him? Little 
children, let us not love with word or with 
tongue, but in deed and truth" (1 Jn. 3:16-
18).  

 "Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God, and whoever loves the Father 
loves the child born of Him. By this we 
know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and observe His 
commandments" (1 Jn. 5:1-2).  

When we're hospitable to others, we show that we 
love God, because we are observing His 
commandments. 

And because God's commandments are not 
burdensome, we enjoy the time we spend with 
others as we extend hospitality to them. Like Jesus 
says, "It is more blessed to give, than to receive." 

Hospitality: Brethren and Strangers 
Sometimes we're good at practicing hospitality 
with family and friends, but not with strangers. 

But God commands us to extend hospitality to 
both, brethren and strangers. 

 "Be hospitable to one another without 
complaint" (1 Pet. 4:9).  

 "Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by this some have 
entertained angels without knowing it" 
(Heb. 13:2).  

Practicing hospitality with strangers may be a 
bigger test than just practicing hospitality with 
people we know, because it's harder to open up 
with people we don't know. 

"Practice" Hospitality 
We're not only to be hospitable, but we're to 
"practice" hospitality. 

The word "practice" in 1 Peter 4:9 means to seek 
after eagerly, earnestly endeavor to acquire 

God wants us to eagerly endeavor to be hospitable, 
like Abraham who pleaded with three angels 
(thinking they were men) to stay with him long 
enough to rest, while he washed their feet and fed 
them, and like Lydia who pleaded with Paul to 
lodge with her. 

Test Yourself 
God commands us to test ourselves (2 Cor. 13:5). 

So, let's ask three questions. 

"Are you practicing hospitality?" 

"Do the fruits of your life show that you're eagerly 
endeavoring to be hospitable?" 

"Are you eagerly endeavoring to be hospitable to 
strangers, as well as brethren you know?"  

- Allan McNabb 

 

What About Salvation in ‘Hard Cases’? 

 
ά5ƻ ΨƘŀǊŘ ŎŀǎŜǎΩ ƴŜƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
baptism in water is essential to the forgiveness of 
ǎƛƴǎΚέ 
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     A case made the news media recently that has 
breathed new life into an old quibble that seeks 
to nullify the necessity of baptism for the 
remission of sins. In the Bakersfield area, prison 
officials, in 
collusion with a 
Pentecostal 
chaplain, were 
instrumental in 
blocking (at least 
for the time being) 
the baptism of an 
inmate who sought 
to obey the gospel 
of Christ.  

     The incident 
made the national 
news and thus 
ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ȰÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÏÄ×ÏÒËȱ Á ÈÏÓÔ ÏÆ 
denominational voices contending that baptism 
ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ (ÅÁÖÅÎȭÓ ÐÌÁÎ ÏÆ 
ÒÅÄÅÍÐÔÉÏÎȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ȰÎÏ ÍÁÎ ÃÁÎ ÂÌÏÃË 
salvaÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

     This is the same evasion that was employed by 
Ben Bogard in his debate with N.B. Hardeman in 
1938. Bogard touted the case of Floyd Collins 
who was imprisoned by a cave-in in a Kentucky 
ÃÁÖÅÒÎȢ "ÏÇÁÒÄȭÓ ÍÁÎÔÒÁ ×ÁÓȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÐÕÔ Á 
rock between 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÎÎÅÒȢȱ 

     /ÎÅ ÒÅÔÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅȡ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÃÉÔÅ 
an extraordinary circumstance to negate the 
ÐÌÁÉÎ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÏÆ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅȦȱ 3ÅÖÅÒÁÌ 
observations are in order regarding this matter. 

(1) It is a thoroughly disingenuous 
approach to appeal to an oddity in 
ÃÉÒÃÕÍÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÁÓ Á ȰÐÒÏÏÆ-ÔÅØÔȟȱ ×ÈÅÎȟ ÉÎ 
fact, one is opposed to the idea of baptism 
ȰÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÉÎÓȱ ɉÃÏÎÔÒÁ !ÃÔÓ 
2:38; 22:16) under any condition! 

ɉςɊ 4ÈÅ ȰÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ-by-faith-ÏÎÌÙȱ 
advocates are caught in the web of their 

own textual manipulation when posing 
this type of argument.               

     Let us suppose that a pagan, who knows 
nothing of the true God, encounters a life-
threatening situation. He knows that the end of 
his physical life is imminent. He longs for 
happiness beyond death but knows not what is 
available, nor upon whom to call. 

     Would he be saved despite his years of 
ÕÎÂÅÌÉÅÆȩ )Æ ÏÕÒ ȰÆÁÉÔÈ-ÏÎÌÙȱ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÉÎ 
the affirmative, would this then set a precedent 
that no one needs to believe in God, in order to 
enjoy heaven? 

     Or what of the Muslim warrior who is about to 
die in battle, yet has become disillusioned with 
his Islamic faith. Though he still believes in a 
Supreme Being, he knows nothing of Jesus of 
Nazareth except the few distorted fragments in 
ÔÈÅ 1ÕȭÒÁÎȢ )Ó ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÈÉÍ ÁÐÁÒÔ 
from the gospel of Christ? 

     !ÇÁÉÎȟ ÉÆ ÏÕÒ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ȰÙÅÓȟȱ ÉÓ 
one to assume that faith in the Son of God is then 
irrelevant in ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ case? It is amazing that 
men, wedded to a preconceived dogma with zeal 
ÔÏ ÄÅÆÅÎÄ ÉÔ ȰÂÙ ÈÏÏË ÏÒ ÃÒÏÏËȟȱ ÓÅÅÍ ÕÔÔÅÒÌÙ 
unable to see the logical consequences of the 
arguments they utilize. 

No     person is able to presumptuously say what 
God will do respecting extraordinary situations. 
If we could emphatically pronounce such 
sentences, what need would there be for the 
judgment of Christ at the end of time (2 Cor. 
5:10)? Whatever He does will be the right thing, 
and none of us will question His decisions, or 
even desire to. Jehovah acts righteously (Gen. 
18:25), and on the terminal day of human 
history, the righteous judgment of the Creator 
will be revealed gloriously (Rom. 2:5). 

     On the other hand, no one should even dream 
of setting aside the clear teaching of the Bible in 
deference to what they think ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ȰÃÏÕÌÄȱ ÏÒ 
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ȰÍÉÇÈÔȱ ÄÏȢ 4ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÉÒÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÔÏ 
the Scriptures. And the biblical facts regarding 
this issue are as plain as the noonday sun. 

     Baptism: precedes salvation (Mk. 16:16), and 
ÉÓ ȰÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÉÎÓȱ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ςȡσψɊȟ or to 
Ȱ×ÁÓÈ Á×ÁÙ ÓÉÎÓȱ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ςςȡρφɊȢ )Ô ÍÏÖÅÓ ÏÎÅ ÉÎÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ ȰÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȱ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ɉ2ÏÍȢ φȡσ-4; Gal. 
3:27), which is the equivalent of being in the 
ȰÂÏÄÙ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȱ ɉρ #ÏÒȢ ρςȡρσɊ ɂ which Jesus 
promises to save (Eph. 5:23). It is a part of the 
ȰÃÌÅÁÎÓÉÎÇȱ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ɉ%ÐÈȢ υȡςφɊȟ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
ȰÒÅÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÐÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅ ɉ4ÉÔȢ σȡυɊȢ 

     #ÏÕÌÄ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ȰÂÁÐÔÉÓÍ ÄÏÅÓ ÁÌÓÏ 
ÎÏ× ÓÁÖÅ ÙÏÕȱ ɉρ 0ÅÔȢ σȡςρɊ ÂÅ ÁÎÙ ÐÌÁÉÎÅÒȩ 
Away then, with humanly-devised 
rationalizations that subvert the gospel plan.  

- Wayne Jackson 

Degrees of Commitment 

     There are degrees of commitment. One person 
may be committed to a project as long as it does 
not take too much time or energy; while another 
person may be committed to the same project at 
the expense of worldly fame and possessions.  

     The fact is, we cannot make the greatest 
commitment to everything. It is impossible to make 
each aspect of life our number one priority. 
Therefore, we must predetermine the degree of 
commitment we have toward any one thing.  

     Paradidomi is translated "committed" in 1 Peter 
2:23 (KJV, NKJV). It literally means "I give." A 
personal commitment is to give yourself to the 
person or thing under consideration.  

     Jesus is our example of commitment. The Bible 
reveals His commitment (paradidomi) to God and 
to mankind (1 Pet. 2:23). Jesus' commitment on 
earth was to give His life (Jn. 19:30; Eph. 5:2, 25) 
for the sins of man because it was the will of His 
Father and because He loved us.  

    Paul says: "Therefore be followers of God as dear 
children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved 
us and given Himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma" (Eph. 
5:2). Christ's commitment was to die for us.  

    Christ's commitment was to death. And we 
should have the same commitment toward God 
because of love - committed even to death.  

   Christians must die to sin (Gal. 2:20; Rom. 6:5-8). 
But, we must also be ready to physically die for the 
sake of Christ - because of love.  

     Jesus says: "Be faithful until death, and I will give 
you a crown of life" (Rev. 2:10). "If anyone desires 
to come after Me, let Him deny Himself, and take 
up His cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to 
save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life 
for My sake will find it. For what is a man profited if 
he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? 
Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul" 
(Matt. 16:24-26)?  

     When Jesus came to earth, His commitment was 
to die for our sins. He requires the same 
commitment of each person who desires to follow 
after Him - death to sin. And, if times of great 
persecution come upon us, this commitment may 
require physical death.  

    Are you a Christian? What is your commitment 
to God? Does your manner of life reflect having 

died to sin? Are you committed to die for Christ?  

- Allan McNabb 

By humility and the fear of the LORD  
      Are riches and honor and life.  

       Thorns and snares are in the way of 
the perverse;  

      He who guards his soul will be far 
from themNę(Proverbs 22:4 -5). 
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